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Pres.   Smith's  Leadership  Address 

The  following  address  by  President  George  Albert  Smith  was  delivered  at  the  closing 

session  of  the  annual  Brigham  Young  University  Leadership  Week  held  at 

Provo,  Sunday,  February  3,  1946. 


My  brethren  and  sisters,  all  children  of 
our  Heavenly  Father,  I  rejoice  this  after- 
noon that  I  am  permitted  to  be  here  with 
you    in    worship    in    this    building-    that    was 


George  Albert  Smith. 

gi\cn  the  name  of  the  man  whom  God 
honoured  to  be  his  Prophet  in  this  last  dis- 
pensation— Joseph  Smith.  As  I  look  at 
this  crowd  of  people  and  realize  that  you 
come  from  various  sections  of  the  country 


to  worship  the  Lord,  I  sense  the  responsi- 
bility that  is  mine.  And  I  pray  that  you 
and  I  may  benefit  by  what  may  be  said  to- 
day and  that  we  may  remember  what  the 
Lord  has  said  to  us  upon  all  occasions.  The 
opening  prayer  invoked  upon  the  speaker 
special  blessings  and  also  referred  to  the  in- 
structions we  received  this  morning.  Surely 
this  has  been  a  delightful  day  thus  far,  and 
with  all  my  heart  I  desire  that  the  time  I 
occupy  may  be  a  blessing  to  all  those  who 
hear. 

I  am  standing  on  what  to  me  is  sacred 
ground.  My  grandparents  and  my  parents 
and  many  other  relati\es  lived  here  in 
Provo  and  some  still  live  here.  My  father 
as  a  \oung  man  came  nearly  losing  his  life 
in  the  Provo  River  not  far  from  where  we 
are  now.  His  father,  who  was  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  felt  impressed  to  go  into  a  room  that 
had  been  set  apart  for  prayer.  He  clothed 
himself  in  Temple  robes,  knelt  down  at  the 
altar  and  said,  "  Heavenly  Father  I  feel 
that  there  is  something  seriously  wrong 
with  my  fam-ily  in  Provo.  Thou  knowest 
I  can  not  be  with  them  there  and  be  here. 
Heavenly  Father,  wilt  thou  preserve  and 
safeguard  them,  and  I  will  be  grateful  to 
thee  and  honour  thee." 

At  the  time  when  he  was  praying,  just 
as  near  as  it  was  possible  to  indicate  by 
checking  the  time  my  father  had  fallen 
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into  the  river.         It  was  at  flood  time. 

Timbers   and   roclis   were   pouring   down 

from  the  canyons,  and  he  was  helpless. 

Those  who  were  near  saw  his  predica  = 

ment,  but  they  couldn't  reach  him.     The 

turbulence  of  the  water  was  such  that  no  = 

body  could  live  in  it.       They  just  stood 

there    in    horror.         Father    was    doing 

everything  he  could  to  keep  is  head  above 

water,  but  he  was  being  thrown  up  and 

down  and  banged  against  the  rocks  and 

logs...    All   at   once    a    wave    lifted    him 

bodily  from  the  water  and  threw  him  upon 

the  shore.       It  was  a  direct  answer  to  the 

prayer  of  a  servant  of  the  Lord. 

I  could  tell  you  many  other  .storie.s  about 

things   that   occurred   in   this   valley    in   that 

early  day,   but  there  is   not  time  except  to 

say  that  as  a  child  thirteen  years  of  age,   I 

went    to    school    at    the    Brigham     Young 

Academy.  It  was  fortunate  that  part  of 

my    instruction    came    under    Dr.     Karl    G. 

Maeser,  that  outstanding  educator  who  was 

the  first  builder  of  our  great  Church  schools. 

It  was  a  happy  time  for  me.       I  was  young 

and   enjoyed   myself.        I   cannot   remember 

much  of  what  was  said  during  the  year  that 

I  was  there,  but  there  is  one  thing  that  I 

will  probably  never  forget.     I  have  repeated 

it  manv  times  ;  I  think  I  have  told  it  in  this 

building.        Dr.    Maeser   one  day   stood   up 

and  said  : 

"  Not  only  will  you  be  held  accountable 
for  the  things  that  you  do,  but  you  will 
be  held  responsible  for  the  very  thoughts 
that  you  think." 

Being  a  boy,  not  in  the  habit  of  control- 
ling my  thoughts  very  much  it  was  quilc 
a  puzzle  to  me  what  I  was  to  do,  and  it 
worried  me.  In  fact,  it  stuck  to  me  just 
like  a  burr.  About  a  week  or  ten  days 
after  that  it  suddenly  came  to  me  what  he 
meant.  I  could  see  the  philosophy  of  it 
then.  All  at  once  there  came  to  me  this 
interpretation  of  what  he  had  said  :  Why, 
of  course,  you  will  be  held  accountable  for 
your  thoughts  because  when  your  life  is 
complete  in  mortality,  it  will  be  the  sum  ol 
your  thoughts.  That  one  suggestion  has 
been  a  great  blessing  to  me  all  my  life,  and 
it  has  enabled  me  upon  many  occasions  to 
avoid  thinking  improperly  because  I  realize 
that  I  will  be,  when  my  life's  labour  is  com- 
plete,   the    product    of    my    thoughts.       So 


while  President  McKay  was  talking  to  us 
this  morning  of  the  distresses  in  the  world 
and  the  unlortunale  lives  of  many  people,  I 
am  thinking  now  what  a  wonderful  thing  it 
would  be  it  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the 
living  God  could  all  realize  that  in  the  end 
they  will  be  the  sum  of  their  own  thinking. 

1  am  grateful  for  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  I  am  thankful  that  the  Lord  has 
given  me  the  privilege  of  being  associated 
not  onl)  with  the  choice  boys  and  girls  in 
the  city  of  Provo  when  I  was  a  youth,  but 
also  to  have  as  my  benefits  and  blessings 
the  privilege  of  associating  with  the  \cry 
best  men  and  women  in  many  part  of  the 
world. 

I  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  music 
last  night,  this  morning  and  this  afternoon. 
I  wonder  sometimes  of  we  realize  the  im- 
portance of  music.  I  wonder  if  we  know 
that  the  Lord  himself  is  concerned  about  it. 
He  has  given  us  the  information  that  the 
song  of  praise  is  a  prayer  unto  him.  In 
our  day  he  has  given  revelation  about 
music.  He  gave  instruction  that  Emma 

Smith  was  to  gather  the  hymns  that  were 
to  be  sung  in  the  Church.       He  said  to  her, 

And  verily  I  say  unto  thee,  thou  shalt  lay 
aside  the  things  of  this  world,  and  seek  for 
the  things  of  a  better.  And  it  shall  be 
gi\en  thee,  also,  to  make  a  selection  of 
sacred  hymns,  as  it  shall  be  given  thee, 
which  is  pleasing  unto  me  to  be  had  in  my 
church.  For  my   soul   delighteth    in   the 

song  of  the  heart ;  yea,  the  song  of  die 
righteous  is  a  prayer  unto  me  and  it  shall 
be  answered  with  a  blessing  upon  their 
heads."  (Doc.  and  Cov.  25:10-12).  So 
to  this  fine  chorus,  the  choir,  and  these 
other  musicians,  I  would  like  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  in  our  day,  our 
Heavenly  Father  has  given  a  revelation 
teaching  us  that  it  was  our  privilege,  yea, 
our  blessing,  to  sing  and  that  our  songs 
should  be  sung  in  righteousness. 

I  wonder  sometimes  if  we  realize  what  a 
great  missionary  our  singing  can  be.  I 
would  like  to  tell  you  an  incident  which  oc- 
curred in  the  Southern  States.  And  by  the 
way,  the  song  we  have  just  sung  called  my 
attention  to  it.  Two  humble  missionaries 
one  very  hot  day  had  walked  many  miles 
through  the  sun  in  Tennessee  and  when  they 
came  to  the  home  of  a  friend  that  was  built 
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on  the  side  of  a  liill  with  a  Httle  spring  of 
water  just  beside  the  house,  trees  all  around 
it  that  made  it  shady  and  delightful,  when 
they  arrived  at  the  home  of  this  friend  (and 
there  weren't  very  many  friends  in  that 
country  for  llicm\  they  were  very  happy. 
It  was  one  of  those  houses  which  was  built 
with  two  rooms  on  either  side  of  a  great 
roof-covered  porch,  and  was  cool  and 
delightful.  The  people  received  them  kindl) 
and  gave  them  something  to  eat  and  then 
suggested  that  they  go  out  under  one  of  the. 
trees  by  the  side  of  the  house  and  sing. 
And  the  Elders  did  sing.  They  sang  several 
hymns.  One  of  them  was  the  hymn  that 
you  ha\'e  just  sung,  "  Do  What  Is  Right." 
They  did  not  know  that  the  people  in  the 
neighbourhood  were  aware  of  their  presence. 
They  had  been  warned  that  if  they  came 
into  that  section  again,  their  lives  would 
be  taken  or  they  would  be  brutally  handled. 
It  so  happened  that  as  they  were  coming 
into  that  community  a  man  saw  them. 
Spies  had  been  put  out  to  keep  watch  and 
each  scattered  the  word,  and  it  was  not  long 
until  twenty  men  on  horseback  with  their 
guns  were  headed  towards  where  the  mis- 
sionaries were  being  entertained.  These 
men  rode  to  the  top  of^the  hill  overlooking 
this  little  cabin.  Just  about  the  time  they 
got  there,  the  missionaries  had  finished 
singing-  a  hymn.  Instead  of  hurrying  down 
where  they  were,  the  men,  after  hearing  the 
music,  seemed  to  be  hesitant  about  moving. 
Then  the  missionaries  sang  the  hymn  I  have 
just  referred  to,   "  Do  What  Is  Right." 

When  they  had  finished  the  last  verse, 
something  very  remarkable  happened.  At 
the  end  of  the  first  verse,  the  man  who  ,was 
the  leader  of  the  mob  got  off  and  stood  by 
the  side  of  his  horse  :  and  when  they  had 
finished  the  next  verse  his  hat  came  off, 
and  some  of  the  men  who  were  with  him 
got  oft"  their  horses ;  when  the  third  verse 
of  the  hymn  was  finished,  they  were  all  off 
their  horses,  and  when  the  missionaries 
sang  the  chorus,  "  Do  what  is  right,  let  the 
consequence  follow ;  Battle  for  freedom  in 
spirit  and  might ;  And  with  stout  hearts  look 
ye  forth  till  to-morrow ;  God  will  protect 
you,  Then  do  what  is  right!  "  the  leader  of 
that  angry  mob  was  almost  paralyzed. 

He  turned  to  the  man  nearest  him  and 
said,    "  Henry,    we've    made    a    mistake." 


They  were  all  standing  with  their  heads  un- 
covered by  the  time  he  spoke.  "  These  are 
not  the  kind  of  men  we  have  Ix-en  told  they 
were.  Let's  not  disturb  them.  Let's  go 
back  home  and  tend  to  our  aftairs."  So 
they  mounted  their  horses  and  rode  away. 
And  not  until  several  days  after  did  the 
missionaries  learn  how  near  they  were  to 
being  brutally  handled  by  an  angry  mob. 

A  song  of  praise  accomplishes  wcmders 
in  the  hearts  of  individuals.  It  is  marvel- 
lous what  the  music  of  this  institution  has 
done  for  Zion.  I  want  to  commend  this 
school  for  the  wonderful  contribution  it  has 
made  to  the  love  of  music  in  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  I  won- 
der sometimes  if  we  realize  that  perhaps  the 
greatest  missionary  we  have  had  has  been 
music.  The  great  Tabernacle  Choir  and 

organ  for  many  years  now  has  been  heard 
each  Sabbath  day  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States  and  other  parts  of  the  world, 
and  a  little  sermonette  has  gone  with  that 
music  that  has  caused  people  to  refer  to 
the  broadcast  as  their  Church.  I  would 
like  to  tell,  you  a  little  incident  about  that. 
I  have  told  it  many  times;  perhaps  you've 
heard  it. 

I  had  a  friend  a  few  years  ago  who  lived 
in  Pueblo.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  ;  in  fact,  when  he  wrote  me 
he  usually  signed  his  letters,  "  \'our  Pres- 
byterian Brother."  He  was  very  much 
interested  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Chri-'^t  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  and  on  one  occasion, 
when  I  was  in  Pueblo,  he  came  to  our  meet- 
in.     He  wrote  me  a  letter,  in  which  he  said  : 

I  wonder  if  you  realize  how  much  gootl 
your  Tabernacle  Choir  and  organ  are  doing. 
The  other  day  I  was  in  Kansas  and  decided 
to  go  home.  It  was  Sunday  morning,  and 
I  went  down  to  the  station  and  found  it  was 
crowded  with  people.  I  could  hardlv  elbow 
my  way  through.  I  asked  a  man,  '  Why 
in  the  world  are  all  these  people  here  on 
Sunday?  They  ought  to  be  going  to 
Church.'  And  the  man  said,  '  Why,  these 
people  are  going  to  the  dog  races.'  I  was 
mortified  and  humiliated  to  think  that  upon 
the  Lord's  day  so  many  of  his  children 
were  forgetting  him."  He  said  "  Think 
of  it,  going  to  the  dogs  on  Sunday."  This 
was  in  his  letter.  He  said,  "  I  went  out 
into  the  crowd,   elbowed  my  way  through, 
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and  finally  found  a  seal  in  one  of  the  cars 
of  a  long  train.  It  was  the  only  seat  I 
could  see.  It  was  by  a  young  woman  at 
the  end  of  the  car,  and  I  said  to  myself, 
now  there  is  a  nice-looking  young  woman. 
I  am  sure  that  she  is  not  going  to  the  dog 
races  So,  he  said,  I  asked  her  if  I  might 
occupy  the  seat  by  her.  1  hadn't  been  sit- 
ting there  very  long  before  I  found  out  that 
she  was  the  bookmaker  for  the  crowd. 
Then  I  disco\ered  that  the  people  in  the 
car  had  provided  themselves  with  portable 
tables  and  playing  cards.  They  were 
drinking;  they  were  smoking;  they  were 
gambling;  they  were  shouting  back  and 
forth  to  one  another."  He  said,  "It  was 
anything  but  what  ought  to  be  happening 
on  Sunday.  All  at  once  somebody  turned 
the  radio  on;' and  in  a  minute  or  two  some- 
body said,  '  Turn  it  on  louder,'  and  they 
continued  to  raise  the  sound  of  that  radio 
until  it  reached  the  entire  length  of  the 
car."  And  then  he  said,  "  Something  very 
remarkable  happened.  They  stopped  their 
drinking ;  they  stopped  their  loud  talking, 
and  when  the  Tabernacle  Choir  in  Salt  Lake 
stopped  their  singing,  every  soul  in  that  car 
was  at  worship."  And,  he  added,  "  I  won-" 
der  if  you  realize  what  a  wonderful  thing 
you  are  doing  for  the  people  of  the  world." 

So  it  is,  my  brethren  and  sisters.  It  is 
marvellous  how  many  things  our  Heavenly 
Father  has  given  to  us  to  enrich  our  lives 
that  other  peoples  of  the  world  do  not  en- 
joy. To  live  in  this  valley  under  these 
great  mountains  on  the  shores  of  his  lovely 
lake,  and  have  the  companionships  that 
have  been  enjoyed  all  the  years  in  this  val- 
ley, in  this  great  school  is  a  real  privilege. 
Then  when  you  think  that  scattered  out 
through  all  parts  of  this  country  are  other 
large  groups  instead  of  a  little  handful  of 
people  as  there  were  when  the  pioneers  first 
came  here,  that  to-day  there  are  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  people  who  have  accepted 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  revealed  in  this 
day,  brought  to  the  earth  for  the  blessings 
and  upbuilding  of  mankind,  it  is  wonderful ! 

Do  we  appreciate  what  this  Gospel 
means?  Do  we  appreciate  the  fact  that  the 
people  who  are  keeping  the  commandments 
of  God,  who  have  identified  themselves  with 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  who  are  honouring  him  by  living  his 


religion,  that  they  are  the  happiest  people 
in  all  the  world?  Do  we  realize  it?  It  is 
not  an  accident.  "  Seek  ye  first  (not  last) 
the  kingdom  of  Ciod,  and  his  righteousness, 
and  ail  these  things  shall  be  added  unto 
\ou,"  is  the  pnjmise  that  he  made.  And 
suiely  he  has  fulfilled  that  promise  to  the 
membership  of  this  Church.  Driven  from 
their  homes  out  into  the  wilderness  to  live 
with  the  Indians  and  the  wild  beasts,  ex- 
patriated from  the  land  of  liberty,  so  called, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  officials  of  a  great 
state,  they  had  the  courage  to  face  their 
problems.  Under  the  leadership  of  a  Pro- 
phet of  God,  they  came  West  into  these 
^'alleys,  and  you  and  I  are  enjoying  the 
i  rails  of  their  faithfulness  and  rejoicing  in 
the  blessings  that  our  Father  bestowed  upon 
those  who  came.  Through  the  years, 
some  have  lost  their  faith ;  that  has  been 
the  case  from  the  beginning.  Some  people 
do  wrong.  Even  in  the  case  of  the  Master, 
one  of  his  chosen  Twelve  betrayed  him, 
could  not  withstand  the  opportunities  that 
were  his  to  have  his  own  way,  apparently. 

In  the  days  of  the  Prophet,  Joseph  Smith, 
those  who  were  close  to  him  betrayed  him 
and  would  have  taken  his  life  if  they  had 
had  the  opportunity,  I  wpuld  like  to  say 
lo  you  that  the  adversary  of  all  righteous- 
ness never  sleeps.  The  condition  of  the 
world  to-day,  with  the  terrible  aftermath 
of  the  war,  with  the  intemperance  and 
wickedness  of  all  kinds,  is  the  result  of 
listening  to  the  tempter  who  is  seeking  to 
destroy  the  human  family.  He  has,  so 
far,  succeeded  that  only  a  minimum  of  those 
who  li\e  upon  the  earth  have  been  able  to 
qualify  for  a  place  in  the  Celestial  Kingdom. 

For  a  hundred  and  twenty  years  Noah 
preached  the  Gospel  of  righteousness  to  the 
people  of  Israel  and  never  converted  a 
single  soul,  but  the  members  of  his  own 
household.  All  that  time  he  was  telling 
them  that  if  they  did  not  repent  of  their  sins 
and  turn  to  the  Lord  that  they  would  suffer 
the  penalty  of  wrongdoing.  They  ridi- 
culed him  and  paid  no  attention  to  him  ;  and 
when  they  found  him  following  the  advice 
of  the  Lord  and  building  a  great  boat  upon 
dry  land,  I  can  imagine  that  they  were  say- 
ing, "  He's  just  a  crazy  old  fellow  any- 
how." But  when  the  rains  descended  and 
the  floods  began  to  rise,  and  when  only  this 
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good  man,  who  was  a  prophet  of  God,  and 
his  lamily  went  into  the  Ark,  anil  when  liial 
great  boat  began  to  be  hfled  upon  the 
water,  I  fancy  that  all  those  multitudes  of 
people  that  he  had  been  trying  to  g-et  to  re- 
pent ol  their  sins  so  that  they  might  be 
spared  thi.^  catastrophe  were  saying,  "  It's 
too  hite  now. "  So  the' populating  of  the 
earth  had  to  be  started  all  over  again,  be- 
cause the  people  who  were  drowned  had 
been  so  wilful  and  so  wicked  that  they  were 
not  worthy  to  perpetuate  their  kind  upon 
the  earth. 

In  the  tlays  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  the 
people  became  so  wicked  that  fire  came, 
down  from  heaven  and  destroyed  them  ; 
after  they  had  been  warned  of  their  wicked- 
ness and  asked  to  repent.  Repeatedly 
Jerusalem  was  overthrown  and  her  build- 
ings and  temples  destroyed  each  time  when 
there  had  been  living  in  that  community  a 
prophet  of  God  who  pled  with  them  to  keep 
the  commandments  of  the  Lord  and  forsake 
their  evil  ways,  but  they  ignored  the  warn- 
ing every  time  the  Lord  told  them  what 
would  occur,  it  was  fulfilled. 

In  one  of  the  early  chapters  of  the  Doc  = 
trine  and  Covenants,  the  Lord  said  a 
mighty  work  and  a  wonder  was  about  to 
come  forth.  Every  promise  he  makes 
will  be  fulfilled.  It  doesn't  make  any 
difference  how  unreasonable!  it  may  ap  = 
pear  to  the  human  family ;  if  the  Lord 
makes  a  promise  to  his  people,  that  pro= 
mise  will  be  fulfilled. 

So  we  may  follow  down  through  the  his- 
tory of  the  world.  We  are  told  how  Baby- 
lon, the  greatest  city  in  the  world,  was 
overthrown,  how  some  of  the  other  great 
cities  of  that  day  were  destroyed,  but  not 
until  the  Lord  predicted  that  they  would  be 
unless  they  repented. 

When  the  time  came  for  our  people  to 
come  out  into  these  everlasting  hills  to  make 
their  homes,  they  had  in  mind  another 
promise  of  the  Lord — "  Seek  ye  first  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteousness; 
and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto 
you." 

Can  you  think  of  a  desirable  thing  in  the 
world  to  qualify  us  for  eternal  happiness 
that  the  Lord  has  withheld  from  us?  When 
our  people  came  a  thousand  miles  from 
civilization,    living    with    the    wild    Indians 


and  the  animals  that  frequented  this  land, 
he    kept   his   word.  If   there   were   lime, 

I  could  turn  and  read  to  you  what  he  says 
'  of  those  who  do  not  listen  to  his  warnings. 
Distress  and  sorrow  will  follow  those  who 
turn  away  from  the  Church.  It  is  strange 
how  people  sometimes  lose  their  faith.  We 
marvel  how  somebody  we  know  will  turn 
away  from  what  to  us  is  the  most  glorious 
truth  in  the  world.  They  have  at  one  time 
believed  it,  and  yet  because  of  their  own 
conduct  they  lose  their  testimony.  That  is 
the  only  way  that  people  go  out  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints ;  it  is  be^-ause  they  transgress  the 
laws  of  God.  They  lose  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  result  is  they  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  adversary. 

I  would  like  to  tell  you  another  incident 
iliat  occurred  to  me  as  a  young  man  about 
eighteen  years  of  age.  I  was  acquainted 
with  a  man  by  the  name' of  Hamilton  G. 
Park,  who  had  charge  of  the  horses,  the 
wagons,  etc.,  at  the  Z.C.M.I.  He  em- 
pl()\ed  me  to  go  on  a  trip  driving  a  team, 
and  later  put  me  to  work  in  the  packing 
room.  I  became  very  well  acquainted  with 
him.  One  day  he  told  me  an  experience 
he  had.  It  happened  to  be  near  the  24th 
of  July,  and  he  said,  "  Vou  know  I  never 
see  a  24th  of  July  procession  but  what  I 
think  of  an  experience  l  had  here  many 
years  ago.  The  people  had  gathered  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  and  we  were  having 
a   marvellous   time.  They   had   their   ox 

teams  and  their  ct)vered  wagons,  their 
horses  and  their  mules,  and  their  cows — 
everything  that  was  customary  in  the  pio- 
neer caravans  that  came  across  the  plains. 
People  were  dressed  just  they  were  when 
they  came  to  find  their  way  into  the  Salt 
Lake  Valley."  Hamilton  continued,  "  I 
was  standing  in  front  of  the  office  of  Eli  B. 
Kelsey,  and  he  said,  as  the  parade  went  by, 
'  \\'hat  fools  these  people  are  ;  why  they  are 
deceived.  They  are  deluded  and  following 
after  something  that  can  bring  them  no 
good.'  " 

Hamilton  said,  "  I  waited  until  after  the 
parade  passed,  and  then  I  touched  my  old- 
time  friend  on  the  arm,  and  said,  '  Eli,  I 
wonder  if  I  can  have  a  little  talk  with  you. 
Come  in  the  oflRce,  and  we'll  have  our  little 
talk   in   there.'  "        So   thev  went   into  the 
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ofTice  and  sat  down  facing  one  another  and 
Hamilton  said,  "  Now,  Kli,  I  want  you  to 
tell  me  the  truth.  I  want  you  to  say  to 
me  the  thing  that  you  know  is  a  fact.  I 
heard  what  you  said  out  there — that  these 
people  are  decci\ed.  Do  you  mean  to  tell 
me  that  you  think  they  are  deceived?  " 

Eli  said,  '.'  Why  sure  they  are."  Hamil- 
ton said,  "  I  want  you  to  go  back  with  me 
to  Trongate  Street  in  Glasgow  when  you 
were  a  missionary  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  and  an  exponent 
of  the  Gospel  of  t)ur  Lord.  It  was  in  that 
meeting  the  Sabbath-day  when  }ou  were 
talking  to  the  people  an^l  telling  them  of 
things  that  would  come."  (I  \\ant  to  call 
attention  right  here  at  this  point  that  the 
Lord  has  said  that  he  will  nothing  but  he 
revealeth  his  secrets  to  his  servants,  the 
prophets,  and  no  great  thing  has  happened 
in  the  world  tl^at  has  not  been  predicted 
beforehand  by  his  servants.) 

And  so  Hamilton  said,  "  V'ou  were 
preaching  to  the  people  and  telling  them  of 
the  beauties  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
You  testified  you  knew,  as  you  knew  that 
you  lived,  that  Joseph  was  a  prophet,  and 
that  the  Gospel  as  taught  my  him  to  the 
people  was  true.  In  the  course  of  your 
talk  all  at  once  you  stopped  and  said,  '  I 
have  something  to  tell  you.  There  is  a 
great  plague  coming  in  this  country.  It 
will  take  people  by  the  thousands.  I  want 
to  warn  you  Latter-day  Saints  that  it  is 
coming  and  say  to  you  that,  notwithstand- 
ing that  it  will  be  a  death  signal  to  all  that 
it  touches,  if  you  will  send  for  the  Elders 
of  the  Church  to  administer  to  you,  not 
one  of  you  will  die  who  do  that.'  Now, 
Eli,  after  that,  what  we  call  the  Black 
Plague  came  to  Great  Britain.  People  died 
like   rotten   sheep.  Many   of  our   people 

were  seized,  and  it  was  almost  impossible 
to  do  anything  for  anybody  before  they 
passed  away.  I  want  to  say  to  you,  and 
I  think  you  know  that  every  one  of  the 
members  of  our  Church  who  was  attacked 
by  the  disease  and  who  sent  for  the  Elders 
lived.  The  Elders  did  not  get  there  until 
some  of  them  were  unconscious,  but  they 
recovered.  Now,  Eli,  how  did  you  know 
that  the  plague  was  coming?  How  ditl 
vou  know  people  could  be  preserved  by  call- 
ine:  for  the  Priesthood?       When  you  made 


that  remarkable  discourse,  everybody  in  the 
ht)use  knew  il  came  from  the  L(jrd.  Vou 
were  filled  with  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  you  convinced  me  that  you  were 
a  servant  of  the  Lord  and  represented  the 
truth  ;  and  now  after  all  these  years  I  hear 
\ou  say  '  The  people  are  just  deceived. 
Now,  man  to  man,  thinking  about  the  past, 
knowing  the  joy  that  was  in  your  heart 
when  you  were  a  servant  of  the  Lord,  doing 
your  duty,  and  knowing  the  bitterness  that 
has  been  in  your  soul  for  a  long  time,  hap- 
piness on  the  one  side,  and  unhappiness  on 
the  other,  dare  you  say  to  me,  as  I  sit  here 
facing  you,  that  you  know  that  this  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ,  as  taught  by  Joseph  Smith, 
and  accepted  by  the  people  here,  is  not  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation?  " 

And,  he  said,  Eli  dropped  his  head  and 
said,  "  I  would  give  everything  I  have  in 
the  world  if  I  could  say  it." 

Now,  my  brethren  and  sisters,  here  are 
the  two  extremes.  Life  is  made  up  of 
various  experiences,  many  of  them  delight- 
ful ;  we  have  had  trials  and  distresses  of 
one  kind  or  another  as  the  population  has 
increased.  But  you  brothers  and  sisters, 
members  of  the  Church,  know  that  when 
you  ha\'e  kept  the  commandments  of  God, 
when  you  have  attended  your  prayers  and 
done  your  duty  to  your  fellows,  when  you 
have  honoured  him  who  is  the  author  of  our 
being,  when  your  home  has  been  the  abid- 
ing place  of  prayer  and  thanksgiving,  when 
you  have  trained  your  sons  and  daughters 
to  honour  God  and  keep  his  commandments, 
vou  have  been  happy.  If  any  of  you  have 
failed  to  do  that^  and  you  have  been  dis- 
appointed and  discouraged,  and  somewhat 
obsessed  with  the  idea  that  you  are  right 
and  everyone  else  is  wrong ;  if  you  have 
begun  to  oppose  the  word  of  the  Lord  in 
any  way,  there  has  come  into  your  being 
another  influence  that  has  not  come  from 
God.  It  has  come  from  the  adversary  of 
all  righteousness  ;  and  just  as  long  as  you 
retain  that  spirit  and  have  it  as  a  com- 
panion, you  will  be  unhappy.  Happiness 
may  only  be  enjoyed  when  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  is  with  us.  When  the  spirit  of  the 
adversary  is  with  us  it  keeps  us  away  from 
that  joy  and  comfort  and  satisfaction  that 
are  the  result  of  righteousness. 

And  so  to-day,  as  I  look  into  the  faces 
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of  this  great  group  of  men  and  women,  I 
realize  that  from  the  four  corners  of  the 
earth  there  have  come  into  this  mountain 
country,  individual  members  of  families, 
one  of  a  city  and  two  of  a  family,  as  the 
scripture  has  said.  They   have  come   in 

poverty,  most  of  them,  to  these  everlastinj^ 
hills.  One  by  one  little  homes  have  been 
established,  little  ranches  have  been  culti- 
vated, farms  have  been  brought  into  sub- 
jection. \'our  sons  and  daughters  ha\e 
grown  in  stature,  have  grown  from  children 
to  manhood  and  womanhood.  Many  of  you 
people  who  are  within  the  sound  of  my 
voice  have  not  had  much  money  in  your 
lives,  but  you  have  had  the  richness  of  the 
(lospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  make  you  happy. 
You  have  seen  these  boys  and  girls  with- 
out very  much  means,  grow  and  develop, 
not  only  to  enjoy  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
but  you  have  seen  these  boys  and  girls  take 
positions  of  honour  and  respect,  not  only 
at  home  but  abroad.  All  the  refinement 
and  education  of  the  world  have  been 
accessible  to  the  membership  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  All 
that  the  world  has  had,  you  have  had 
available  to  you,  plus  the  power  of  God,  the 
Gospel  of  eternal  life  in  the  celestial  king- 
dom. All  that  the  world  has  had  that  is 
worthwhile,  you  have  been  able  to  enjoy. 
You  have  had  that  wonderful  gift,  the 
assurance  of  eternal  life  in  the  companion- 
ship of  the  best  men  and  women  who  live 
upon  the  earth,  and  the  assurance  that  when 
the  celestial  kingdom  shall  be  established 
upon  this  earth — and  that  is  where  it  will 
be — that  you  and  those  you  love,  who  arc 
faithful,  will  enjoy  that  companionship 
throughout  the  ages  of  eternity.  Not  only 
do  you  have  the  material  things  of  life,  but 
you  have  the  richness  of  the  assurance  of 
eternal  happiness.  And  I  want  to  say  to 
you,  there  are  millions  of  people  of  the 
world  who  would  walk  across  the  plains  if 
they  knew  what  you  have  in  order  that  they 
might  asociate  with  you  and  enjoy  the  bless- 
ings of  God. 

And  so  to-day,  I  think  how  wonderful  it 
is  to  live  in  this  age  ;  how  marvellous  it  is 
to  be  in  a  country  such  as  we  live  in,  with 
more  liberty  and  freedom  than  any  other 
country.  If  the  people  of  this  nation  will 
continue  to  keep  the  commandments  of  God, 


if  they  will  honour  him  by  upholding  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  that  he 
had  prepared  for  us  by  great  men  whom 
he  raised  up,  if  we  will  support  the  law, 
honour  the  Constitution,  sustain  those  who 
are  legally  elected  to  preside  over  us,  and 
if  we  will  pray  for  them  and  help  them,  we 
will  continue  to  be  fruitful  of  righteousness 
and  of  happiness.  But  if  we  and  the  other 
people  who  dwell  upon  the  continent,  the 
men  and  women  of  other  faiths  and  other 
creeds,  turn  away  from  the  advice  of  our 
Heavenly  P^alher,  if  we  discard  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  blessings  that  it  can  bring 
us,  it  will  only  be  a  little  while  until  .Ameri- 
ca will  be  in  just  as  dangerous  a  situation 
as  any  other  nation  of  the  world  has  been 
during  the  last  great  world  war, 

I  was  reading  only  this  morning  in  the 
paper  nearly  a  third  of  a  million  of  people 
were  killed  by  one  atomic  bomb.  Think 
what  that  means,  and  think  what  those 
bombs  would  do  to  the  population  of  the 
world.  Do  you  know  there  is  no  intelli- 
gence nor  wisdom  of  men  who  dwell  upon 
ihis  earth  that  will  find  any  way  to  neu- 
tralize the  effect  of  the  atomic  bomb  unless 
it  is  with  the  group  of  men  keeping  the 
commandments  of  God  and  observing  the 
counsel  that  he  gives  to  the  children  of  men. 
The  power  to  destroy  has  been  let  loose. 
If  there  were  time,  I  could  read  many  things 
to  you.  The  promises  of  the  Lord  of  con- 
tinued peace  and  happiness  are  only  con- 
ditioned upon  righteousness.  And  when 
large  numbers  of  his  sons  and  daughters, 
who  have  been  enriched  with  all  the  com- 
forts and  blessings  of  life,  suddenly  turn 
their  backs  upon  that  which  is  good  and 
become,  wicked  and  immoral,  it  is  only  a 
question  of  time  until  such  disasters  follow 
as  the  great  flood,  the  destruction  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah,  the  destruction  of  Jerusa- 
lem and  the  scattering  of  the  Jews  among 
the  races  of  the  earth,  the  extermination  of 
the  white  race  in  this  land,  the  sons  of  Lehi 
who  were  tlestroyed  by  the  Lamanites.  .All 
these  things  follow  unrighteousness,  and 
there  is  only  one  hope  for  Ameriia.  There 
is  only  one  hope  for  any  nation  to  continue 
to  receive  life's  blessings,  and  that  is  to 
turn  to  the  God  of  our  fathers,  the  God  of 
Abraham  and  Isaac  and  Jacob,  the  God  of 
Joseph   Smith,    and   honour  him,    and   keep 
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•  his   commandments.        That   is   not   said   in 
unkindness.  I   hope   I  am   not  misinter- 

preted, but  my  intense  anxiety  has  led  me 
to  say  what  I  did  not  intend  to  say  when 
I  stood  up  here. 

What  I  have  said,  though,  conies  from 

the  depths  of  my  heart,  and  as  I  think  of 

my    regard    and    my    affection    for    my 

Father's  family,  the  human  family,  I  re  = 

member    something    my    earthly     father 

said,  and  I  think  probably  I  inherited  that 

in  part  from   him.        He  said,    "  I   have 

never  seen  a  child  of  God  so  deep  in  the 

gutter  that   I   have  not  had  the  impulse 

to  stoop  down  and  lift  him  up  and  put 

him  on  his  feet  and  start  him  again."    I 

would  like  to  say  I  have  never  seen  one 

of  my  Father's  children  in  my  life  that  I 

have  not  realized  he  was  my  brother  and 

that  God  loves  every  one  of  his  children, 

but  he  does  not  love  our  wickedness  and 

our  infidelity.     So,  while  there  is  yet  time 

let  us  repent  of  our  sins. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  reading- 

of  the  Bible.       What  a  lovely  thing  it  was 

to  me  when    I   was  a  child  to  have  father 

and   mother  sit   down   by   the   fireplace   and 

read  the  Bible  while  we  children  sat  on  the 

floor.       What  a  lovely  thing  it  was  to  me 

to   go    to   the   Tabernacle   across    from    the 

place   I    lived   and   hear  wonderful   sermons 

by    great    men    from    the    Bible.         David 

McKenzie  never  got  up  in  the  Tabernacle — 

and  he  was  called  quite  frequently — that  he 

did  not  preach  a  sermon  that  impressed  me. 

I  was  only  a  child,  but  it  went  clear  through 

me  as  he  quoted  what  the  Lord  had  said. 

Now,  I  want  to  say,  my  brothers  and 

sisters,  that  the  advice  of  Jesus  Christ  is 

still   in   force   with   us   wherein   he   said, 

"  Search  the  scriptures,   for  in  them  ye 

think  ye  have  eternal  life,  and  they  are 

they  which  testify  of  me.     Do  not  neglect 

the  old  family  Bible;  do  not  put  it  away 

upon  the  shelf  and  forget  it.       Find  out, 

if  you  do  not  already  know  %  what  it  says, 

and  if  you  have  read  it  before,   read  it 

again  often  to  your  children  and  to  your 

children's  children.       Head  them  not  only 

the   Bible,   but  other  books   of   scripture 

that  the  Lord  has  given  us  for  our  exalta  = 

tion,  for  our  comfort  and  for  our  bless = 

ing. 

While  we  rejoice  at  the  educational  op- 
portunities that  are  ours  in  this  great  insti- 


tution and  others  that  we  have  access  to, 
while  we  rejoice  at  the  automobile  and  the 
ratiio,  while  we  rejoice  at  these  marvellous 
demonstrations  of  music,  and  all  of  these 
things  axailable  to  us  to  make  us  happy,  let 
us  not  forget  all  these  blessings  are  the 
gifts  of  a  loving  Father,  who,  knowing  the 
end  from  the  l>eginning,  has  said,  "  This  is 
the  pathway  of  eternal  life  and  salvation. 
My  children,  walk  ye  in  it."  If  we  will 
do  that,  joy  will  till  our  homes;  our  hearts 
will   overflow   with   gratitude.  Our   sons 

and  daughters  will  grow  in  the  nurture  and 
admonition  of  the  Lord,  and  go  as  mission- 
aries when  the  time  comes  that  they  may 
divide  the  Gospel  with  other  children  of  our 
Heaxcnly  Father.  How  wonderful  it  would 
would  be  'if  each  family  would  have  its 
representative  in  the  field  calling  unto  the 
people  of  the  world  "  Come  out  of  her,  oh 
my  people,  that  ye  partake  not  of  her  sins, 
that  ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues." 

There  are  many  in  this  audience  to-day, 
I  am  sure,  who  have  come  from  lands  that 
have  been  devastated  by  war,  where 
millions  of  God's  sons  and  daughters  have 
lost  their  lives,  and  others  have  been 
weakened  and  made  helpless,  and  property 
destroyed.  Many  of  you  would  have  been 
there  in  those  lands  but  for  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  proclaimed  by  the  humble 
missionaries  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints. 

Are  we  grateful  for  this  blessing?  Are 
we  teaching  our  sons  and  daughters  to 
appreciate  the  mercy  of  our  Heavenly 
Father  in  all  that  he  has  given  to  us?  Are 
we  blind  to  our  privileges  and  unmindful 
of  what  God  has  given  to  us?  I  am 
thinking  now  of  our  Saviour  when  he  was 
walking  through  one  of  the  cities  of  the 
old  world,  and  saw  ten  men  who  were 
affected  with  leprosy  for  which  there  was 
no  cure.  It  was  a  living  death ;  they 
were  not  permitted  to  associate  with  other 
people  and  had  little  comfort  in  life.  If 
anyone  came  near  them,  they  would  cry 
out,  "  Unclean,  unclean." 

As  they  came  along,  they  recognized 
that  the  Saviour  had  an  unusual  power. 
They  pled  with  him  for  a  blessing.  He 
told  them  what  to  do,  and  they  went  their 
way  and  were  healed.  Only  one  of  them 
came  back,  glorifying  God  and  praising 
the  name  of  the  master.       And  when  he 
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came  back  full  of  gratitude  and  thanks- 
giving, the  Saviour  said,  "  Were  there 
not    ten    cleansed?    but    where    are    the 


nine? 


The  others  had  forgotten  their 


blessings.       They  had  not  appreciated  it 

enough    to    come    back    and    thank    God. 

It  may  not  be  leprosy  to  =  day,  but  it  may 

be  other  diseases  and  sins  and  afflictions 

that  are  gradually  eating  away  the  faith 

and  destroying  man's  chances  for  eternal 

life  in  the  Celestial  Kingdom. 

Do  not  put  away  fi-oni  you  the  power  of 

Ciod.        Retain  in  your  homes  the  inijuenccs 

of  prayer  antl  of  thanksj^ixing,  and  let  i^rati- 

tude  flow  to  him  who  is   the  author  of  our 

beings  and  the  giver  of  all  good.    Appreciate 

the   music,    yes;    appreciate   all    those   other 

blessings,  but  do  not  forg'ct  the  giver,   and 

let   him   know   by  our  conduct    in   our   li\  cs  . 

that    we    appreciate    him    and    all    that    we 

enjoy. 

Well,  now,  I  trust  that  you  ha\e  had  as 
happ^'  a  time  in  the  meetings  that  you  have 
held  during  the  week  as  we  have  had  to- 
day. I  trust  that  we  who  are  here  will  go 
to  our  homes,  there  to  renew  our  determina- 
tion to  live  with  the  Lord  and  not  with  the 
adversary.  We  have  our  agency  ;  we  are 
not  compelled,  but  not  one  of  us  will  be 
able  to  say  that  we  failed  because  we  did 
not  know  any  better.  We  have  all  been 
warned. 

Again,  to  =  day,  I  say  to  you,  set  your 
homes    in    order,    gather    your    families 
around,  keep  and  comfort  them,  and  en  = 
courage  them  to  do  right  and  prepare  for 
a  day  that  is  not  far  away  in  America. 
That  will  not  be  a  happy  day  unless  we 
can  influence  those  who  dwell  in  this  land 
to  turn  to  the  Lord  and  honour  him  and 
keep  his  commandments. 
I   pray  that  that   Spirit  which  comes  only 
from  God  may  abide  in  your  hearts  and  in 
\our  homes,  that  you  may  love  one  another, 
that  you  may  have  joy   and   righteousness, 
that  you  may  be  grateful  for  the  power  ol 
(lod   that   has  been   manifest   in   your   lives 
and  in  the  lives  of  those  you  love  ;  that  when 
we  pass  to  the  other  side  we  niay  be  so  for- 
tunate  as    to   have   our    names    recorded    in 
the  Lamb's  book  of  life.       I  pray  that  that 
may  be  so,  and  I  pray  that  love  may  abound 
in  your  homes  and  in  your  lives. 

Husbands,  be  kind  to  your  wives  ;  wives. 


be  kind  to  your  husbands;  parents,  treasure 
\i>ur  children  and  teach  them  the  things 
that  will  lead  them  to  eternal  happiness. 
Co  not  waste  the  opportunities  here  in  mor- 
tality and  pass  them  by  until  it  is  toe;  late. 
'Ihis  is  the  (lospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  He 
bestowed  it  upon  the  people  of  the  world. 
It  was  he  who  called  Joseph  Smith  to  be 
a  prophet,  and  sent  his  disciples  to  confer 
upon  him  the  authority  oi'  the  Priesthood 
and  directed  him  how  the  Church  should  be 
organized,  and  commanded  that  we  should 
go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  this  gospel 
before  the  end  should  come. 

This  is  the  true  Church,  antl  knowing  it 
as  I  do,  I  wouKl  be  recreant  if  I  did  not 
lea\c  with  you  my  testimony.  There  is 
no  tloubt  in  my  mind.  I  know  that  this  is 
(iod's  work,  that  this  is  his  Church,  and 
that  it  is  the  means  of  preparing  us  for  eter- 
nal life  in  the  celestial  kingdom  to  enjoy 
lore\er  the  companionship  of  those  we  love 
when  this  earth  shall  be  transformed  and 
made  the  celestial  kingdom.  I  bear  that 
witness  to  you  in  love  and  in  kindness  and 
with  real  affection  and  a  desire  that  we 
may  all  find  our  place  there  when  the  time 
comes  for  us  to  go,  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ.        Amen. 


Branch  Teacher's  Message From  paj^e  08. 

answer  is  that  men,  communities,  and 
nations  cannot  li\e  in  peace,  in  prosperity, 
in  happiness,  or  in  safety  unless  they  are 
honest,  \irluous,  reasonable,  decent,  hard- 
working, self-supporting,  self-respecting 
members  of  society  ;  unless  thev  speak  the 
truth  and  live  it.  And  those  who  spend 
their  time  seeking  elaborate  ways  of  by- 
passing the  right  answers  will  everlastingly 
find  themselves  on  the  same  old  detours,  in 
company  with  all  the  wreckage  of  the  past. 
When  our  children  do  it,  we  can  see  the 
utter  foolishness  of  rebelling  against  the 
right  answers.  tt  is  still  utter  foolishness 
when  we  ourselves  rebel  against  the  truth. 
That  new  heaven  and  new  earth  of  which 
we  often  speak  will  not  come  until  we  get 
down  to  first  principles. 

RICHARD  L.  EVAXS. 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations    for 

June,   1946 

SACRAMENT   GEM. 

Again  we  meet  around  the  board 
Of    Jesus,    our    redeeming-    Lord, 
Witii   faith  in   His  atoning  blood. 
Our  only  access  unto  God. 

GOSPEL   DOCTRINE. 

For  the  Lord  is  good  ;  his  mercy  is  ever- 
lasting ;  and  his  truth  endureth  to  all 
generations. — Psalm   loo  :5. 

GOSPEL  MESSAGE. 

Behold,  the  Lord's  hand  is  not  shortened, 
that  it  cannot  save,  neither  his  ear  heavy, 
that  it  cannot  hear. — Isaiah  59:1. 

SENIORS. 

Give  instruction  to  a  wise  man,  and  he 
will  be  yet  wiser  :  Teach  a  just  man,  and 
he  will  increase  in  learning. — Proverbs  9  '.g- 

JUNIORS. 

And  ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the 
truth  shall  make  you  free. — John  8:32. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

For  whosoever  will  save  his  life  shall  lose 
it ;  but  whosoever  will  lose  his  life  for  my 
sake,  the  same  shall  save  it. — Luke  9:24. 

PRIMARY. 

Be  gentle  and   loving 
Be  kind  and  polite, 
Be  thoughtful  for  others 
Be  brave  and  do  right 

KINDERGARTEN. 

Dearest  Jesus,  may  I  be 
Day  by  day  more  like  Thee 
Loving,  kind,  good  and  true, 
.  Willing  and  cheerful  in  all  I  do. 


Branch  Teacher's   Message, 
June,   1946 

On  Accepting  Sound  Principles 

Nor  infrequently  children  ask  questions, 
and  then  rebel  against  the  answers — 
if  the  answers  don't  happen  to  please  them  : 
"  Why  can't  I  do  it?  Why  is  it  so?  Why 
does  it  have  to  be  this  way?  "  To  a  de- 
tached observer  we  grownups  ihust  some- 
times look  very  like  children.  The  right 
answer  is  cjften  not  to  our  liking.  Facts 
often  get  in  our  way.  Principles  are  often 
looked  upon  as  being  most  inconvenient. 
Indeed,  it  would  sometimes  seem  probable 
that  we  live  in  a  world  where  too  many  are 
looking  for  the  solution  to  problems  which 
have  already  been  solved — where  too  many 
are  looking  for  the  answers  to  questions 
that  have  already  been  answered — but  some 
of  us  don't  like  some  of  the  answers.  The 
plain  truth  is  sometimes  distasteful — especi- 
ally if  it  interferes  with  our  accustomed 
ways  of  living  and  thinking.  No  doubt, 
there  were  many  in  ancient  Israel  who 
didn't  like  the  Ten  Commandments.  There 
were  manv  in  their  day  who  didn't  like  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount.  We  recall  the  ex- 
perience of  Jesus  the  Christ,  whom  the  mul- 
titude devotedly  pursued  when  he  fed  them 
loaves  and  fishes,  and  whom  they  deserted 
when  he  stood  trial  for  his  life.  And 
"  Jesus  answered  them  and  said  .  .  .  Ye 
seek  me,  not  be(?ause  ye  saw  the  miracles, 
but  because  ye  did  eat  of  the  loaves,  and 
were  filled."  (John  6:26.)  Both  before  and 
since  this  utterance,  there  has  been  much 
eager  running  after  those  who  offered 
bread,  and  much  deserting  of  those  who 
offered  only  sound  principles — those  who  in- 
sisted on  the  right  answers.  It  takes  moral 
courage  to  stick  to  first  principles,  but  there 
isn't  any  other  way  to  peace,  to  prosperity, 
to  self-respect,  or  to  anything  that  is  worth 
while  in  life — and  there  are  thousands  of 
years  of  history  to  prove  it,  and  a  good 
man}'  reptitions  of  old  blunders  in  our  own 
century  to  prove  it  further.  And  merely 
because  we  may  not  like  the  right  answers 
is  no  excuse  for  resorting  to  the  wrong 
ones.  We  can't  compromise  principle  and 
arrive  at  the  right  answers — and  part  of  the 
(Continued  on  page  57.) 
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Somewhat. 

"  My  friend,"  asked  the  preaclier,  "  are  you 
followiiiij!;  the  Straight  and  Narrow  path:-' 

III  silence  the  man  handed  over  his  card  wiiicii 
read:  "  Signor  BaHaneio,  tightrope  walker." 

iJoy's  Life. 
D     □ 

Fired! 

New  Mistress  (hiring  new  girl)  :  "  Why  did 
you  leave  your  last  place i-^  " 

Maid:  "]  couldn't  stand  the  May  the  hus- 
band and  wife  were  always  fighting.  They  never 
stopped.  If  it  wasn't  him  and  me,  it  was  her 
and  me." 

Boy's  Life. 
Q     Q 

Stuck. 

Some  people  seated  in  a  theatre  were  getting 
very  annoyed  at  an  old  gentleman  who  seemed 
to  be  hunting  for  something.  Finally  one  of 
them  asked:  "Pardon  me,  sir,  but  just  what 
are  you  looking  for?  " 

"  A  caramel,"  was  the  reply. 

"  AVell,"  said  the  questioner,  "  is  a  caramel 
worth  all  the  troublle  you  are  causing?  " 

"  Yes,"  said  the  old  gentleman,  "  I  believe 
it  is.       You  see  my  teeth  are  in  it.'' 

Boy's  Life. 
□    □ 

Wrong  Figure. 

1st  Jap:  "  Honourable  spy  record  U.S.  soldier 
very   overconfident.        Say   one   U.S.    soldier   can 
Japanese.'' 

Statistics   show   he 


lick   ten    honourable 

2nd  Jap:   "What  a  lie! 
can  only  lick  four." 


Boy's  Life. 


a    a 


Queue. 

"  T  stood  in  line  for  over  an  hour  vcsterdav." 
"What  for?"  "  ' 

"  1  don't  know.  It  was  all  gone  by  the  time 
I  got  to  the  counter." 

Boy's  Life. 
□    □ 

Fat:  "  I  didn't  know  you  were  a  college  man. 
What  does  the  'P'  on  your  shirt  stand  for? 
Princeton  ?  " 

Slat:  "No.  for  Peek-A-Boo.  It's  a  branch 
of  the  I.C.U." 

Boy's  Life. 


Charge. 

Jane:  "  So  your  husband  calls  you  '  Dynamo.' 
Magnetic  personality,  I  supppose." 

-loan:   "No.       It's  just   because  everything   I 
wear  is  chaiged." 

Boy's  Life. 
Q    □ 

Right. 

Teacher:     "Johnny,     what    are     three    words 
often   used   by   .students   in   school?" 
Johnny:    "  1   don't  know." 
Teacher  :    ' '  Correct. ' ' 

Bov's  Life. 
O    D 

No  Wonder. 

Speed  demon:  "  It's  great  whizzing  along  like 
this.        Aren't   you    glad    you're    alive." 

Passenger:    "Glad   isn't  the   word. 
is  more  like  it." 


e    Q 

Why,   Willie! 

Willie  saw  some  dyiuimite 
Couldn't  understand  it  quite. 
Curiosity  never  pays, 
It  rained  Willie  seven  days. 


Amazed 
Bov's  Life. 


Boy's  Life. 


Getting  around  it. 

What  is  a  circle?  " 
A  figure  with  two  sides." 
'  How     can     a     circle     have 


Teacher : 
Johnnv : 
Teacher : 
sides?." 

Johnnv:    "Inside   and   outside 


two 


Q     Q 


Boy's  Life. 


Give  and  Take. 

First  Recruit:  "How's  yoiir  father  doing 
with  the  farm  back  home?  " 

Second  Recruit:  "  Not  so  bad.  You  see.  he 
can't  make  enough  to  pay  the  hired  man.  so 
the  hired  man  works  until  he  has  enough  wages 
coming  to  him  to  buy  the  farm,  then  Dad  works 
for  the  hired  man  until  the  hired  man  owes  him 
enough,  and  then  Dad  buys  the  farm  back 
again !  " 

Boy's  Life. 
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JOSEPH  SMITH  SAW  GOD 


OUT  ol"  the  fires  ol"  the  recent  war,  many 
young  men  obtained  a  testimony  thai 
God  li\es.  They  experienced  him  through 
miraculous  events,  through  answer  to 
prayer,  through  demonstrations  that  con- 
vinced them  beyond  any  shadow  of  a  doubt. 
These  testimonies — such  as  borne  by  Eddie 
Rickenbacker  and  many  others — were  gratc- 
luUy  accepted  by  large  numbers  of  Ameri- 
cans, who  found  in  them  a  confirmation  of 
testimonies  which  they  themselves  had  ob- 
tained in  their  own  lives. 

We  can  all  come  to  know  that  Ciod  lives. 
Earnest,  sincere  prayer,  has  brought  ans- 
wer repeatedly  in  the  lives  of  millions  of 
people.  Each  of  these  answers  becomes 
evidence  of  the  reality  of  God.  The  scrip- 
tures are  filled  with  testimony  that  he  lives  ; 
the  prophets  of  old  declare  that  they  saw 
him,  some  walked  with  him.  They  declare 
their  testimonies  out  of  the  wealth  of  their 
experience,  and  their  testimonies  have  been 
preserved  for  our. comfort  and  edification. 

But  the  eternal  God  is  as  modern  as  he 
was  ancient.  He  manifests  himself  in  these 
present  times  in  as  true  a  form  as  he  ever 
did  anciently.  Peter  and  Paul  and  other 
prophets  of  Biblical  times,  reinforced  their 
personalized  tcstimoniees  of  the  reality  of 
God  by  their  teachings  of  his  truth,  by  per- 
forming miracles  through  the  power  of  the 
priesthood,  and  by  dying  for  the  gospel. 
The  verity  of  their  message  was  supported 
by  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Church  of  that 
dav,  and  the  willingness  of  people  to  sacri- 
fice for  it. 

These  same  conditions  are  with  us  to- 
day. As'  prophets  of  old  saw  God  face  io 
face,  and  talked  with  him  as  one  man 
speaks  to  another,  so  in  this  day,  men  ha\e 
seen  God  face  to  face,  and  talked  with  him. 
By  their  personal  experience  they  have  dis- 
covered that  God  lives,  that  he  is  a  person, 
that  man  is  created  in  his  likeness,  that  he 
loves  his  people,  and  directs  them  through 
Inspired  leadership. 

As  truly  as  did  any  of  the  ancients, 
Joseph  Smith  saw  God,  first  in  the  sacred 
grove  near  Palmyra,  N.Y.  ;  afterwards  in 
company  with  Oliver  Cowdery  in  the  Kirt- 
land  Temple  in  the  state  of  Ohio  ;  then  again 
with  Sydney  Rigdon.  These  were  real 
experiences. 


In  his  first  vision,  Joseph  Smith  saw  the 
Father  and  the  Son.  They  came  to  him, 
not  in  a  dream,  but  in  reality.  It  was  a 
great  experience.  He  could  see  them,  and 
hear  them,  and  speak  to  them.  They 
responded  to  his  questions,  they  counselled 
him,  they  called  him  by  name,  and  they 
identified  themselves  to  him  in  an  unmis- 
takable manner. 

Growing  out  of  that  vision,  came  a  new 
gospel  dispensation.  Angels  again  came 
to  earth;  were  seen  b)'  Joseph  Smith  and 
some  of  his  companions.  The  Angel  Moroni 
brought  the  gold  plates  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  and  showed  them  to  three  men,  in 
addition  to  Joseph  Smith,  and  they  bore 
testimony  not  only  to  having  seen  the  plates 
but  to  having  seen  and  conversed  with  that 
angel  and  heard  the  voice  of  God  declare 
the  translation  of  the  book  was  correct. 
Eight  other  men  saw  and  with  their  own 
hands  felt,  lifted  and  examined  the  plates. 
Although  some  of  these  men  apostasized 
from  the  truth  and  fought  Joseph  Smith  and 
the  Church,  they  never  denied  their  testi- 
monies to  that  Book.  The  Book  of  Mor- 
mon itself,  is  a  tangible  testimony  of  the 
fact  of  the  First  X'ision  for  it  came  as  a 
result  of  it. 

The  First  Vision  was  a  family  experience 
so  far  as  Joseph's  parents  and  brothers  and 
sisters  were  concerned.  He  told  them  of 
it  immediately  after  his  experience,  and  they 
beliexcd  him  and  co-operated  with  him. 
Joseph  told  others,  who  began  to  persecute 
him  for  it.  At  one  time  during  his  boy- 
hood an  attempt  was  made  on  his  life  in  an 
effort  to  make  him  stop  telling  of  his  vision, 
for  he  did  not  try  to  keep  it  a  secret.  Yet 
like  Paul  of  old,  he  knew  he  had  experienced 
that  visitation,  he  knew  he  had  seen  God, 
and  despite  his  enemies  he  declared  the 
truth  of  it.  It  was  a  fact.  He  had  seen 
God  and  talked  with  him.  He  knew  God 
lives.  The  entire  work  of  the  Church  for 
a  hundred  years,  its  growth,  its  enjoyment 
of  the  priesthood  with  its  gifts,  miracles  and 
powers,'  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy,  the 
testimonies  of  its  million  members,  all 
declare  the  truth  of  it.  Joseph  Smith  saw 
God.  God  is  with  his  Church.  Truth  will 
triumph. 
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